A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the decline in civilization, and had lost all literature, the use
of Latin, reading and writing, the keeping of records, and most
of the art of building.
In some places, as along the coast of Sussex, which was
badly cut off from the rest, they seem to have become almost
savage. Other districts were governed by chieftains who were
still Christian, they and most or all of their subjects. In these
areas the Mass was still said, great monasteries flourished (as at
Glastonbury, for instance, in Somerset, and at Bangor, in Flint-
shire), Latin was familiar to educated men and all priests, and
there was some remaining acquaintance with the classics.
Roughly speaking, the west of the island had retained a sort of
isolated Catholicism with local customs of its own, while the
east and south-east coasts seem to have suffered most from
the loss of religion; in some places, apparently, its complete
extinction.
There was another division, less important than religion,
that of language. In one set of these petty kingdoms, or
chieftaincies, the local dialects were what is generally called
to-day Celtic—that is, of much the same sort as the modern
Welsh dialects and Gaelic. In others the local dialects were what
is called to-day Teutonic—that is, of much the same sort as the
dialects of modern Holland and the German and Scandinavian
states. There must also have been many districts where the
two kinds of dialects mixed, or where they were spoken side
by side.
Each of these groups of dialects, Teutonic and Celtic, was
much affected by Roman and even Greek words, because those
who spoke them had been mixed up with, or had been actually
living in, the Graeco-Roman Empire for centuries* A whole
mass of common Teutonic words are proved to be Roman in
origin—'silver,' 'spade/ 'inch/ 'mile/ 'pound/ 'road/ 'acre/
etc., and even all the days of the week are either half Latin (as
Saturday) or directly translated from the Latin (such as Monday,
the Dies Lwue> Moonday; Sunday, the Dies So&; etc.). The
Celtic also were affected by Latin. Nevertheless the two sets of
dialects were profoundly different. These groups of dialects
were, like the religions, roughly divided into eastern and
western. Along the East Coast the little chiefs and their courts,
and presumably most of their people, spoke Teutonic dialects;
in the West, Celtic,
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